Parts of a News Story ANSWER KEY
HEADLINE– the title of a news story. The headline should be short and catch attention.
LEAD – the first paragraph of a news story. The lead is usually just one or two sentences long and summarizes the news story. 

BODY– the rest of the news story is called the body. The body paragraphs describe the events of the news event in more detail.

5 W’s and an H – Every good news story should try to cover these main points, which can be remembered by using the abbreviation 5 W’s and an H: Who? What? When? Where? Why? How? As many as possible of the 5 W’s and an H should be covered in the lead paragraph. 
Read the news story and answer the questions below: 

MYSTERIOUS BONES DISCOVERED ON FARM

Mr. Tucker, the farmer who lives north of town by Silver Lake, made an unusual discovery yesterday afternoon. Mr. Tucker believed he had found some valuable dinosaur bones on his land.


While working on his farm, Mr. Tucker found a set of bones beneath a fence. The bones appeared to be from a dinosaur. According to Mr. Tucker, “Right there on the ground under the fence was the perfect skeleton of a Raptosaurus. Or maybe it is a Spinysaurus.”  Mr. Tucker found the bones lying above ground in plain sight. The bones were laid out in the perfect shape of a dinosaur skeleton. 
Students at the local soccer field were surprised to hear that Mr. Tucker believed he had found dinosaur bones. According to an anonymous source, the bones found on Mr. Tucker’s farm may be a model dinosaur skeleton made for the science fair. An anonymous source tells us that a couple of students from the local school placed the bones on Mr. Tucker’s farm as a practical joke.  The students did not expect the story to get so much attention.
In the news story above: 

1. What is the headline?  Mysterious Bones Found on Farm
2. Write the lead:    Mr. Tucker, the farmer who lives north of town by Silver Lake, made an unusual discovery yesterday afternoon. Mr. Tucker believed he had found some valuable dinosaur bones on his land.
3. Circle the body.
4. Read the lead paragraph. How many of the 5 W’s and an H can you find in it? Fill in the chart:
	Who?
	Mr. Tucker

	What?
	Believed he made an unusual discovery of dinosaur bones

	When?
	Yesterday afternoon

	Where?
	On his farm, north of town by Silver Lake

	Why?
	(not in lead paragraph)

	How?
	(not in lead paragraph)


