A thauma-wha¢? Say “THO-ma-trope”
and you've got it right. A thaumatrope is
' 3 l ’ i an optical illusion toy from the 1800s
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When you spin the thaumatrope, the

pictures move so quickly that your eyes

and brain can’t see them separately. Your
brain holds on to each picture for a

fraction of a second.This is called
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view. As a result, your brain blends

the two pictures into one.

Sent in by kidgs from +he S+. Pierre School in Cueb ec, Canada

ZOOM is produced by WGBH Boston. Funding for ZOOM is provided by the National Science Foundation, the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting, the Arthur Vining Davis Foundations, and public television viewers. Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations
expressed in this material are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the National Science Foundation.

Eﬁ' B T :
-, I !__—.-:'-'.I;, 5 .
Fnmdiitions FBS TM / © 2002 WGB H Educational Foundation prkldS.O r'glzoom




